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Sample Prompt

Passage

Some people claim that each individual is solely responsible for what happens to
him or her. But the claim that we ought to take absolute responsibility for the kinds
of people we are and the kinds of lives we lead suggests that we have complete
control over our lives. We do not. e circumstances of our lives can make it more
or less impossible to make certain kinds of choices.

Adapted from Gordon D. Marino, “I  ink You Should Be Responsible; I'm Not So Sure.”

Assignment

Are we free to make our own decisions or are we limited in the choices we
can make?

Plan and write a multiparagraph essay (300—600 words) in which you develop your
point of view on the above question. Support your position with reasoning and
examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.

Sample Essays

There are descriptions on the following pages of each of the eight WritePlacer

score points followed by two sample essays that were assigned the indicated score.
Annotations are provided for each essay explaining why the essay was given the score
it received. Studying these sample essays and the accompanying annotations will
point out the elements considered during the scoring process.
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Score of 1
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Continued from previous page

Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 1

This essay exhibits limited ability to vary sentence length and use appropriate
vocabulary.

Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 1

7KLV UHVSRQVH GRHVQul GHPRQVIUDHH FRQIUR) Rl PHFKDQLFD) FRQYHQILRQV

Critical Thinking, Score Point 1
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Continued from previous page

Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 1

This essay exhibits limited ability to vary sentence length and apply appropriate
vocabulary.

Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 1

This response shows poor control of mechanical conventions such as grammar,
spelling, and punctuation.

Critical Thinking, Score Point 1

7KH HVVD\ IDFNV FRP SIH[LIN\ RIWKRXJKW DQG GLVSID\V uDZHG UHDVRQLQJ
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Score of 2
Description of Score of 2

An essay in this category demonstrates very little mastery of on-demand essay
writing. Flawed by many or most of the following weaknesses, a typical essay:
presents a vague or limited point of view on the issue
demonstrates little awareness of audience
presents an unclear main idea
GHPRQWIUDIIHV ZHDN FUILFDO WKIQNLQJ ZUIK (LiliH FRP SIHLLIN RI WKRXJKI RU ZUIK uDZHG
reasoning
RUJDQL]HV LGHDV LQHTHFILYHI\ GHPRQWUDILQJ D SUREIHPDILF SURJUHVVLIRQ RI LGHDV
displays numerous errors in word choice, usage, and sentence structure
FRQIDLQV VLIIQLTFDQW VSHILQJ JUDPPDU SXQFIXDILRQ DQG PHFKDQLFDI HUURW

Below are sample essays that received a score of 2. The annotations explain why the
essay received the indicated score.

Sample Essay #1 — Score of 2
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Purpose and Focus, Score Point 1
This response lacks clear purpose and focus.
Organization and Structure, Score Point 1

While there is an attempt at an organizational structure with paragraphing, unclear
ideas create problems with progression.

Development and Support, Score Point 1
This essay needs additional ideas and support, as many of the ideas are unclear.
Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 1

This essay exhibits limited ability to vary sentence length and apply appropriate

ACCUPLACER WritePlacer Guide with Sample Essays ©2018 The College Board. 7
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Purpose and Focus, Score Point 1

This response lacks clear purpose and focus.

Organization and Structure, Score Point 1

7KLV UHVSRQVH GHPRQVWUDIHV LQHTHFILYH RUJDQL]DWLRQ RI LGHDV

Development and Support, Score Point 1

$Q DEVHQFH RI VSHFLTFLUIN\ ZHDNHQV VXSSRUIIDQG FRQWLEXWHV IR D (DFN RI FIDULIN
Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 1

This essay exhibits limited ability to vary sentence length and vocabulary.
Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 1

This response shows poor control of mechanical conventions such as grammatr,
spelling, and punctuation.

Critical Thinking, Score Point 1

7KH HVVD\ VKRZV LQVXOFHQW UHDVRQLQJ DQG IDFNV FRP SIHUIN RIWKRXJIKW
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Score of 3
Description of Score of 3
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Annotations

Demonstrating weak critical thinking, this essay develops a limited point of view,
DJUHHLQJ ZLWK ODULQR:V DVVHUILRQ WKDW YDULRXV HQWLWHY HJ JRYHUQPHQN VFKRRO
employers) limit our choices but fails to address the issue of whether we are
responsible for actions we take. The writer attempts to provide evidence that
choices are limited, but disjointed and list-like examples lead to a problematic
progression of ideas (Hitler came up with all sorts of rules and conditions.. . . in
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The response contains errors in punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure (First

of limited choices). This response exhibits developing mastery of on-demand essay
writing and receives a holistic score of 4.

Purpose and Focus, Score Point 2

7KLV UHVSRQVH GRHVQ X0\ FRP PXQLFDIIH SXUSRVH DQG IRFXV LV LQFRQVLVIHQW
Organization and Structure, Score Point 2

This response displays a lack of control over the organization of ideas.
Development and Support, Score Point 2

This response has limited support for its ideas.

Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 2

7KLV HVVD\ VKRZV LQFRQVLVIHQI FRQIUR! RT VHQWHQFH YDUHIN\ ZRUG FKRLFH DQG wvRZ
of thought.

Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 2
This response shows limited control of mechanical conventions.
Critical Thinking, Score Point 2

The essay shows limited clarity and complexity of thought.

Sample Essay #2 — Score of 4

Each and every person is able to freely make their own decisions. Thisis a
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Continued from previous page

set daily and you couldnit go out side of what has been set, then i do think that
problems would start occuring. The oppurtunity of Free Choice is an amazing
gift that people either take advantage of and help adavance them selves with or
throw away with a single bad choice. Either way we are still free to make our own
choices and i think that will stay that way for a little while longer.

Annotations

This response presents a viable point of view and displays some critical thinking;
KRZHYHU FHUIDLQ H[DP SIHV IDFN VXOFLHQW HIDERUDWLRQ WR HVIDE(LVK D FIHDU FRQQHFILRQ
to the issue of responsibility (One day an individual could help make a work center

could end up alot worse). Other examples, such as the discussion of dangerous
careersin the third paragraph, are inappropriate, straying from the purpose of the
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Annotations

The writer vaguely acknowledges the promptis assertion that circumstances such as
“apoor family” FDQ GHTQH WKH FKRLFHV ZH PDNH DQG GHYHIRSV D YIDE(H SRLQW Rl YIHZ
ultimately rejecting the idea that circumstances inhibit our choices (you have full
control of your character and how successful you want your future to be). Competent
critical thinking adds nuance to the position. This is particularly evidentin the second
SDUDJUDSK ZKLFK EHJLQV E\ DFNQRZIHGJILQJ WKH GLOFXIWN\ LQ GHWHUPLQLQJ WKH EHWW
choice but goes on to suggest that even poor choices can equip one to better deal
ZUIK IXWXUH GLOFX0ILHY 7KH ZUWHU WKHQ H[SDQGV WKH WIRSLF E\ UHFRJQL]LQJ WKDW RQH:s
DFILRQV DTHFI QR RQI\ RQHVHII EXIl “others around you” DV ZHI RTHULQJ DQ LP SILFLW
rejoinder to Marinoos claim that our choices alone cannot determine “who you are and
how others view your characters.” The response is generally organized and exhibits a
progression of ideas through the use of extended examples (my family does not have
alot of money, therefore, my family is living paycheck-to-paycheck. To make sure |

do not live the life of worrying, like my mother, | will pursue my dream of becoming a
doctor. | will make that decision to change my life for the better). Adequate control

of language is demonstrated throughout the essay, with some varied sentence
structures

and if you end up failing, there is always a second chance. Life is all about trial and
error). This response exhibits adequate mastery of on-demand essay writing and
receives a holistic score of 5.

Purpose and Focus, Score Point 2

7KLV UHVSRQVH GRHVQ IXI\ FRP P XQLFDIIH SXUSRVH
Organization and Structure, Score Point 2

This response demonstrates limited organization of ideas.
Development and Support, Score Point 2

7KLV UHVSRQVH KDV (LPWHG VXSSRUW IRU LIV LGHDV DV PDQ\ RI WKHLGHDV (IDFN VSHFLTF
detailed support.

Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 2

7KLV HVVD\ VKRZV LQFRQVIVIHQW FRQWUR) RI VHQWHQFH YDUHW\ ZRUG FKRLFH DQG uRZ RI
thought.

Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 2
Minor errors occur in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
Critical Thinking, Score Point 2

While demonstrating some critical thinking, this essay shows limited clarity and
complexity of thought.
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Purpose and Focus, Score Point 2
7KLV UHVSRQVH GRHVQull IX00\ FRP P XQLFDIH SXUSRVH
Organization and Structure, Score Point 2

Transitions help to link ideas, but overall the response demonstrates limited
organization of ideas.

Development and Support, Score Point 2

This response has limited support for its ideas.

Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 3

This essay shows control of sentence variety and structure.
Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 2

Minor errors occur in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
Critical Thinking, Score Point 2

While demonstrating some critical thinking, this essay shows limited clarity and
complexity of thought.
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Score of 6
Description of Score of 6
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poverty rising, the means are becoming so much more of a forgotten treasure. At
times itis our or somebody elsets fault, and other times itis just an unfortunate fate.
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structure, grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation. This response exhibits a
reasonably consistent mastery of on-demand essay writing and receives a holistic
score of 6.

Purpose and Focus, Score Point 3

This focused essay exhibits a clear purpose.
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Score of 7
Description of Score of 7

An essay in this category demonstrates consistent mastery of on-demand essay
writing, although it may have occasional minor errors. A typical essay:

HTHRILYHO\ DQG LQVLIKWIXN GHYHIRSV D SRLQW RI YIHZ RQ WKH LVVXH

addresses an appropriate audience and demonstrates a clear purpose for writing in
the thesis statement

demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using appropriate examples, reasons,
and other evidence to support its position

is well organized and focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth
progression of ideas

exhibits appropriate language, using a varied and accurate vocabulary
demonstrates varied sentence structure
is practically free of errors in sentence structure, grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Below are sample essays that received a score of 7. The annotations explain why the
essay received the indicated score.

Sample Essay #1 — Score of 7

The decisions we make on a daily basis shape the type of person we are along with
the type of person others see us as, when a child is young they are guided and do
not have much of a say in decison making however as and individual gets older they
are expected to start making their own decisions. Decision making can be complex
for some individuals while on the other hand for some deciding what they want is
VRPHIKLQJ WKDI FRPHV QDIXUDIN (YHU\ RQH PDNHV GLTHUHQW GHFLVLRQV DQG IIKXV (HDG
GLTHUHQW (LYHV EDVHG RQ WKH FKRLFHV WKH\ WDNH KRZHYHU ZH DUH QRW D0ZD\V IUHH LQ WKH
FKRLFHV ZH PDNH IIKHLU LV D YDULHW\ RI GLTHUHQW FRP SRQHQIV ZKLFK VKDSH RXU DELWN\ IR
make decisions.

The choices an individual makes on a daily basis have a lot to do with cultural or
UHILILRXV EHILHIV GLTHUHQW FXOIXUHV KDYH GLTHUHQU IHDFKLQJV DQG GLTHUHQW RXIIRRNY
onwhatis acceptable and what is forbidden. Parents raise their children according
to the way they think and the type of person they would like their child to become.
Many parents have certain expectations from their children regarding the decisions
they make based on cultural beliefs that the parents or other family members expect
their child to follow and abide by. The society one lives in also has a huge impact on
the decisons you make, individuals are expected to act in certain ways in certain
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Continued from previous page

follow and not question since it is meant for the well being of everyone. An example
of how strong a hold laws can have on a persons decision making can be seen when
an individual is interested in starting their own business in Canada. There are many
strict rules and a number of expectations one must complete in order to begin their
own business. These regulations and restrictions often have a greatimpact on the
GHFLVIRQV RQH PDNHV DQG FDQ DTHF RQHV DELILIN IR EH DEIH IR VDUl D EXVLQHVV Dif

allif they are not able to live upto these expectations. Since there are usually harsh
consequences when arule or law is broken, people are scared to think or do anything
other than what is set for them by the government. All in all laws and regulations limit
the choices we have on a daily basis.

7R FRQFIXGH GHFLVIRQ PDNLQJ LV VKDSHG EN\ D QXPEHU RI GLTHUHQW DVSHFIIV VXFK DV
cultural and societal beliefs, individual circumstances and laws and regulations.

We may not see it or feel it however we do not always have a choice and often our
decisons have already been made for us. An individual may be confronted with many
problems if they do not take anything into consideration when they make decisons,
thus wanting to avoid this and the fear of consequences we do not always have a
choice or say in every decision we make throughout life.

Annotations

This response takes the thoughtful position that we are not always free in the choices
we make because of the that shape our decisions.
The writing demonstrates outstanding critical thinking throughout, from the initial
idea that control over decisions evolves as we age to the astute observation that
“societal teachings and expectations” can dictate our choices and behaviors. In

the third paragraph, the writer continues to grapple with the complexity of the
SURPSI RTHULQJ LQVLIKWLQIR IKH ZD\V RXIVIGH LQUWXHQFHV HFRQRPLF FIUFXPVIDQFHY

ACCUPLACER WritePlacer Guide with Sample Essays ©2018 The College Board. 24



Sample Essay #2 — Score of 7

Everyone must start somewhere. Despite living in one of the most upwardly

mobile countries in history, Americans do not have equality of origen. For example,
some are born into wealth and presperity with the whole world seemingly laid
before them. They are easily able to chart a course for their life and, having the
resources at hand, they can pursue that course and rise to even greater wealth

and prosperity. Others are born into poverty. Their choices are more narrow and
are mainly focussed on surviving day to day. This second group however, does not
have to remain in the circumstances of their beginnings forever. By recognizing their
situation & making the best of the choices they can make, and tenaciously prusuing
JRDIV DQG RSSHUIXQUILHV DV WIKH\ FRPH XS WKH\ FDQ H[SDQG lIKHLU RSWLRQV DQG 7% - (
responsibility for their future.

The beginning of overcoming a poor beginning is recognizing your position. In my
own case, being the son of an abusive father, | was raised in poverty by my single
mother. There was always a sense of hopelessness around. Not knowing it, this
IHHILQJ GHTQHG P\ FKWGKRRG DQG iHHQDJH \HDUV s $V IDUDV , NQHZ P\ (LIH ZDV
heading nowhere. At 15, however, | recognized that | had a choice to make in the
outcome of my life. | began to ask for help from some of my teachers and | began to
look for chances pursue my interests by taking classes in computers and technology.
It wasnit much but by steadily making decisions that expanded my options, little by
little, | began to escape the fog of hopelessness.

At 16 | realized that | would need to make a clean break from my past if | was to have
any chance at a brighter future. | was in my second year of high school and my mother
was going through her third devorce with an alcoholic and abusive husband. He got
arrested and sent to jail for drunk driving, and she decided that she could have a
better life if she uprooted my sister and | by moving to Florida with her sister. | knew
this would be the path to ruin for me. | decided to take a chance on myself and tell

my mother that | was not going with her. | spoke with my guidance counselor and
asked for her help in telling my mother what | was going to do. Mrs. Lewis set the
appointment, called an Aunt of mine who lived in the area, and set it up so | could stay
ZWK KHU IDPL\ XQWL0, TQLVKHG KLIK VFKRRI 2Q WKH GD\ RIWKH PHHILQJ VKH HQFRXUDJHG
me to speak my heart about my decision and stood by me when | laid things out for
my mom. In the end, my mother agreed to allow me to stay with my aunt while she
moved away.

The two and a half years of high school that followed were very trying. However, by
standing up for myself, and choosing to break from my past, | chose a pursue a path
that ultimately lead to my having a happy marriage with a wife | love and 3 amazing

ACCUPLACER WritePlacer Guide with Sample Essays ©2018 The College Board. 25



Continued from previous page

three body paragraphs, as the writer moves through the chronology of the personal
example. Language use is appropriate, with accurate and varied vocabulary (chart
acourse, prosperity, fog of hopelessness, tenacity). Varied sentence structures
HQKDQFH WIKH wXHQF\ RIWKH ZUMLQJ = HPRQVWUDILQJ D FRQVLVIHQW PDVWHU\ RI
on-demand essay writing, this response receives a holistic score of 7.

Purpose and Focus, Score Point 3

This response displays a clear purpose and strong focus.
Organization and Structure, Score Point 3

This response demonstrates strong organization of ideas.
Development and Support, Score Point 3

This essay is logically developed and well supported.
Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 3

This essay demonstrates skillful control of sentence structure and style.
Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 3

Control of mechanical conventions is strong.

Critical Thinking, Score Point 3

This essay shows clear and reasoned analysis of the issue.
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Score of 8
Description of Score of 8
An essay in this category demonstrates clear and consistent mastery of on-demand
essay writing, with a few minor errors. A typical essay:
HTHRILYHO\ DQG LQVLIKWIX0O\N GHYHIRSV D SRLQW RI YLHZ RQ WKH LVVXH

addresses an appropriate audience and demonstrates a clear purpose for writing in
the thesis statement

GHPRQVWUDIHV RXWIVWDQGLQJ FULILFD) WKLQNLQJ XVLQJI HTHFILYH H[DPSIHV UHDVRQV DQG
other evidence to support its position

is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth
progression of ideas

exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary
GHPRQVWUDWHV YDUHG DQG HTHFILYH VHQWHQFH VIWUXFWXUH
is free of major errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Below are sample essays that received a score of 8. The annotations explain why the
essay received the indicated score.

Sample Essay #1 — Score of 8

There are over 4 billion people on planet earth, while thousands of people are
born everyday. Where the child is born, and where they are raised, is completely
spontaneous and out of there control. Gordon D. Marino strongly believes that
QR RQH KDV TUP FRQWRI RI ZKDI KDSSHQV R KLP RU KHU RU ZLIK Z KDl WDQVSLUHV
WKURXIKRXWWKHLU OLIH -+LV WDNH KDV D VLIQLTFDQWDPRXQW RI YDILGLIN\ ZKLFK FDQWEH
IXVILTHG +RZHYHU SHRSIH KDYH WKH DEOIN\ DQG SRVVLELIW\ IR SUHYHQW WKH QHJDILYHV
throughout life with proper structure.

As it pertains to Gordon D. Marinots passage, there is no right or wrong answer.
Granted, people are brought into unfortunate and inconvenient situations,
but that doesn

ACCUPLACER WritePlacer Guide with Sample Essays ©2018 The College Board. 27



Continued from previous page

EHLQJ D IXYHQLH GHILQTXHQW IURP D EURNHQ KRPH IR D SURTHVRU RI VRFLRIRJI\ DV WIKH
University of Georgetown. He constantly enlightens his students about his past
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as well. Having recently chosen to return to school for another degree, | feel
emboldened and proud of this decision | am making. However, | also recognize
IKDWWKH VXSSRUIWRI P\ SDUHQIIV LQ KLIK VFKRRIsGULYLQJ PH WR WKHDWHU SUDFILFH
SD\LQJ IRU P\ YRLFH (HVVRQV EX\LQJ PHDV PDQ\ ERRNV DV, FRXIG UHDGsDQG WKHLU
continued bolstering of me in college has laid the groundwork for my academic
VXFFHVV DQG FRQTGHQFH , FRXIG QR KDYH VXFFHHGHG LQ KLIK VFKRR) FRIIHJH DQG
gradute school, and then considered more education, without their emotional and
TQDQFLDI VXSSRUN

In the end, we each write our own stories; we are in charge of the choices we
make. One eminent psychologist said it best when he claimed, “We do not have
control, but we do have choices.” We do not control so many things: the decade
we are born, the parents we go home with, the teachers who educate us. Yet we
do have choices. We choose the clothes we wear, regardless of each decaders
fashion frenzies; we choose how we relate to our parents; we choose whether or
QRWWR VIXG\ IRUWKH P\ULDG IIHVIV DQG TXL]JHV WKDW SHSSHU RXUWZHQW\ TUVII FHQUXU\
educations. The outcome of this venture called life will always, at least partially,
elude us, but as human beings, we have been given the gift of daily, personal
FKRLFH 7R PH WKDW PDNHV D0 WKH GLTHUHQFH

Annotations

7KLV UHVSRQVH HTHFULYHI\ DQG LQVLIKWIX00\ GHYHIRSV LIV SRLQW RI YLHZ WIKDW pwe are
responsible for how we lead our lives, but each one of us makes those choices
and selects our paths within a framework which we cannot control.” Critical
WKLQNLQJ DQG HTHRFILYH H[DP SIHV DSSHDU IKURXJKRXW WKH HVVD\ EXWWKHVH TXDILHV
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Purpose and Focus, Score Point 3

This response shows a clear purpose and strong focus.
Organization and Structure, Score Point 3

The writer displays a strong ability to organize ideas.
Development and Support, Score Point 3

This essay is logically developed and well supported.
Sentence Variety and Style, Score Point 3

This essay demonstrates skillful control of sentence structure and style.
Mechanical Conventions, Score Point 3

Control of mechanical conventions is strong.

Critical Thinking, Score Point 3

This essay shows clear and reasoned analysis of the issue.
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